Substance dependence and chronic pain: profile of 50 patients treated in an alcohol and drug dependence unit.
Fifty adult patients with chronic pain and substance dependence were admitted to an inpatient unit for treatment of addiction without primary emphasis on treatment of pain. As a group they had received considerable medical attention for their pain, but relatively little for their addictions. When compared with a group of general medical patients, the study population showed MMPI evidence of considerably more psychopathologic characteristics. MMPI data and family histories of substance dependence did not differentiate the study group from a comparable group in a Pain Management Center.